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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the end faces of the locking blocks" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hiramatsu (U.S. 5,374,110). 

Hiramatsu discloses a seatbelt lock having a preventive tensioning device (see 
figure 1 ) that is operable to move the seatbelt lock from between an operating position 
and a safety position that is lower than the operating position, said preventative 
tensioning device comprising: an energy accumulator (32) and a drive unit (3); wherein, 
the energy accumulator (32) is maintained preloaded when said seat belt lock (8) is in 
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the operating position; in that the seatbelt lock (8) is maintained preloaded in the 
operating position by means of the energy accumulator (32), the drive unit (3) is 
operable to transfer the seatbelt lock from the safety position back into the operating 
position and the drive unit is further operable to move the seatbelt lock from its 
operating position into a comfort position that is raised relative to the operating position; 
wherein the energy accumulator (32) is a compression spring (31) which is connected to 
the seatbelt lock (8) via a draw-in cable (21). 

6. Claims 6-9, 1 1 , and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Nishide (U.S.5,794,978). 

With respect to claims 6-9, Nishide discloses a deflection unit for a seatbelt lock 
having a preventive tensioning device (19), wherein a shaft (44) is provided with a cam 
track (22) which is in engagement with a catch and a ratchet gear (10) is provided with a 
grooved track (10A) which is in engagement with the catch (27), the ratchet gear (10) 
being able to rotate on the shaft between two operating positions; wherein the catch 
(27) is not in engagement with the grooved track (10A) during a preventive tensioning 
operation; wherein the catch (27) is not in engagement with the cam track (22)during a 
reversing operation; wherein, when there are high tensile forces on the seatbelt lock, 
the ratchet gear (10) can be rotated as far as stops on the shaft. 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 15, Nishide discloses a deflection unit for a 
seatbelt lock having a preventive tensioning device, said deflection unit comprising: a 
shaft (44); a ratchet gear (10) which is disposed on said shaft (44), has a grooved track 
(10A), and is rotatable about said shaft (44), between two positions; a catch (27)that is 



Application/Control Number: 10/539,595 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3616 

engageable with said grooved track (10A) on said ratchet gear (10); and a cam track 
(22) on said shaft, which cam track (22) engages with said catch (27) to control 
engagement of said catch with said grooved track. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 14 and 16 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TOAN C. TO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6677. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Toan C To/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3616 
October 7, 2008 



